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TAX CLINIC PLANNED 
New Tax Law To Be Explained at July Clinic 


From all indications Congress 
will enact a new revenue act by 
June 30. This law will repeal all 
previous revenue acts. It will re- 
vise and rearrange the entire rev- 
enue code. Every part of the tax 
law will be affected. 

Every lawyer is confronted with 
the overwhelming task of knowing 
the provisions of the new law and 
the effect it will have on his daily 
work and the daily affairs of his 
clients. The present draft of the 
bill is printed in small type on 
letter sized paper, single-spaced 
and is 875 pages long. If printed 
in the normal bill form it would be 
over 2400 pages long. 

To assist Nebraska lawyers in 
understanding this law in order to 
completely handle their business 
the Nebraska State Bar Association 
is now planning a tax clinic to be 
held at Omaha on a Thursday, Fri- 
day and Saturday near the middle 
of July. 

Personnel participating in the 
proceedings will consist of nation- 
ally prominent lawyers who have 
been with Congress for months and 
years in connection with this legis- 
lation. A number of Nebraska 
lawyers will also participate to in- 
sure that the program is confined 
to the matters most interesting and 
important to Nebraska lawyers and 
is presented in a simple and under- 
standable manner. 

This will be one of the first meet- 
ings held in the country for the 
purpose of considering the new 


law. The nationally prominent 
members of the panel will be the 
best qualified men in the United 
States to present the material. 
Among the speakers who have al- 
ready accepted invitations to ap- 
pear on this program are: H. Cecil 
Kilpatrick of Kilpatrick, Ballard 
and Beasley, Washington, D. C.; 
Walter A. Slowinsky, Jr. of Cov- 
ington and Burling, Washington, 
D. C.; Mark H. Johnson of Robkin 
and Johnson, New York; and Ed- 
win S. Cohen of Hatch, Root, Bar- 
rett, Cohen and Knapp, New York. 
Mr. Kilpatrick is a past chairman 
of the Section on Taxation of the 
American Bar Association and Mr. 
Slowinsky is secretary of the Sec- 
tion. All are outstanding author- 
ities. Special attentidn will be giv- 
en to the effect of the new law on 
partnerships and corporations. Al- 
though the clinic is sponsored by 
the Nebraska State Bar Association 
primarily for Nebraska lawyers, 
lawyers from the neighboring 
states in this tax region will be in- 
vited to attend, due to the import- 
ance of the meeting. 





One of the most vital Insti- 
tutes ever presented by your 
Bar Association. 

Dates will be announced as 
soon as it can be learned when 
the act will be passed. 

Participation of the speakers 
listed above is assured. 
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MERIT PLAN DRIVE OFFICIALLY 
LAUNCHED IN FEBRUARY 


The Merit Plan petition drive 
was Officially launched on Febru- 
ary 26, with the filing of a copy of 
the petition with the Secretary of 
State. 

One copy of the petition has been 
mailed to every member of the 
association. 

Groundwork for the circulation 
of the petitions was prepared early 
in the year by the Junior Bar Sec- 
tion of the association. The Jun- 
ior Bar assigned a quota of signa- 
tures to each county and then ap- 





Watching George H. Turner, seated, sign the paper which officially launches Merit 
Plan petition drive are, L. to R., John J. Wilson, Robert Van Pelt and Secretary 


of State Frank Marsh. 


pointed a county chairman to han- 
dle the circulation of the petitions 
in his designated area. 

A supply of the petitions has 
been mailed to each county chair- 
man, who will furnish additional 
supplies to attorneys in his county. 

Several lay groups are interested 
in the Merit Plan program to the 
extent that they are making an 
organized effort to obtain names 
on the petitions in cooperation 
with the local bar association. 

The York chapter of the League 
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of Women Voters is circulating 
the petition in York. In Omaha, 
letters have been sent to nearly 
every civic organization in the city 
offering the services of speakers 
to discuss the Merit Plan. It is 
hoped that this will result in offers 
from the organizations to help in 
the distribution of the petitions. 

Local P.T.A. groups have been 
contacted in Hastings by the 
Adams County Bar Association, in 
regard to circulating the petition. 

The Junior Chamber of Com- 
merce has been contacted on a 
state-wide basis to the effect that 
speakers from the Nebraska State 
Bar Association are available to 
discuss the Merit Plan for the Se- 
lection of Judges. 

To place the proposed amend- 
ment on the ballot requires no less 
than 59,572 signatures on the peti- 
tions which must be filed with the 
Secretary of State on or prior to 
July 1, 1954. 

The cooperation of every lawyer 
in the state is needed to get the 
job done in the limited amount of 
time left. 

Following is a list of county 
chairmen, all of whom can furnish 
additional copies of the petition: 
Adams, Melvin Kammerlohr, Hastings 
Arthur, Donald W. Dobbins, Tryon 
Antelope, Doug. Freeman, Neligh 
Banner, Robert. M. Harris, Gering 
Blaine, Jos. J. Divis, Brewster 
Boone, S. J. Oliverius, Albion 
Box Butte, Al Reddish, Alliance 
Boyd, W. L. Brennan, Butte 
Brown, John Cassel, Ainsworth 
Buffalo, DeWayne Wolf, Kearney 
Burt, Bernard Pipher, Tekamah 
Butler, Fred Coufal, David City 
Cass, Alvin Chovanec, Plattsmouth 
Cedar, David Curtiss, Laurel 


Chase, Lloyd Christiansen, Imperial 
Cherry, John Coupland, Valentine 
Cheyenne, Frank Mattoon, Sidney 
Clay, John Sullivan, Clay Center 
Colfax, Richard Folda, Schuyler 
Cuming, R. R. Moodie, West Point 
Custer, John Evans, Broken Bow 
Dakota, Vera Larsen, Dak. City 
Dawes, Bevin Bump, Chadron 
Dawson, Hugh Stuart, Lexington 
Deuel, John D. Wertz, Chappell 
Dixon, John Newton, Ponca 
Dodge, Max Powell, Fremont 
Douglas, Keith Miller, Omaha 
Dundy, Ross Druliner, Jr., Benkelman 
Fillmore, Robt. Waring, Geneva 
Franklin, Leon Samuelson, Franklin 
Frontier, Raymond Baker, Curtis 
Furnas, Hugh Eisenhart, Cambridge 
Gage, Hale McCown, Beatrice 
Garden, Warren Van Norman, Oshkosh 
Garfield, Conrad Erickson, Burwell 
Gosper, Ted Frogge, Elwood 
Grant, Dorothy Dunn, Hyannis 
Greeley, Harold Connors, Greeley 
Hall, Kenneth Elson, Grand Island 
Hamilton, Chas. Whitney, Jr., Aurora 
Harlan, Clarence Sherwood, Orleans 
Hayes, Robert Bosley, H&yes Center 
Hitchcock, Jack Hendrix, Trenton 
Holt, John Gallagher, O’Neill 
Hooker, Carl Humphrey, Mullen 
Howard, Richard Haggart, St. Paul 
Jefferson, Max Denney, Fairbury 
Johnson, Walter Kiechel, Jr., Tecumseh 
Kearney, Deane Tucker, Minden 
Keith, Donald McGinley, Ogallala 
Keya Paha, Thurman Weddel, Spring- 
view 
Kimball, Jack Myers, Kimball 
Knox, Merritt Warren, Creighton 
Lancaster, Thomas Davies, Lincoln 
Lincoln, Jess Nielsen, North Platte 
Logan, Wm. Dudley, Stapleton 
Loup, A. F. Alder, Taylor 
McPherson, Donald W. Dobbins, Tryon 
Madison, Daniel Jewell, Norfolk 
Merrick, Stanley Torpin, Central City 
Morrill, Paul Rhodes, Bridgeport 
Nance, John Brower, Fullerton 
Nemaha, John McKnight, Auburn 
Nuckolls, Robert Downing, Superior 
Otoe, Ray Frerichs, Nebraska City 
Pawnee, Elmer Witte, Pawnee City 
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Perkins, Geo. Hastings, Grant 
Phelps, Richard Person, Holdrege 
Pierce, Eugene Curtiss, Plainview 
Platte, Vance Leininger, Columbus 
Polk, Wm. H. Norton, Osceola 

Red Willow, Stanley Scott, McCook 
Richardson, Joseph Reavis, Falls City 
Rock, Arthur Weber, Bassett 

Saline, Tom Dredla, Jr., Crete 

Sarpy, Orville Entenman, Papillion 
Saunders, Lawrence Christensen, Wahoo 
Scotts Bluff, Robert M. Harris, Gering 
Seward, Donald McArthur, Seward 


Sheridan, John Keriakedes, Hay Springs 
Sherman, Norman Stephens, Loup City 
Sioux, Wendell Mumby, Harrison 
Stanton, Richard Howell, Stanton 
Thayer, W. O. Baldwin, Hebron 
Thomas, Courtney Vallentine, Seneca 
Thurston, Ronald Samuelson, Walthill 
Valley, Leonard Cronk, Ord 
Washington, Roy Anderson, Blair 
Wayne, Budd Bornhoft, Wayne 
Webster, Leon Sprague, Superior 
Wheeler, A. O. Auserod, Bartlett 
York, Philip Morgan, York 


COMMUNITY HONORS O. E. SHELBURN 
FOR FIFTY YEARS SERVICE 


Recognition of fifty years of serv- 
ice to the community was accorded 
to O. E. Shelburn and Dr. W. C. 
Bartlett, at a public reception held 
in the city auditorium at Alma on 
April 7. 

Over five hundred persons at- 
tended the reception in honor of 
the two men, who commenced the 
practice of their respective profes- 
sions in the town of Alma in the 
year 1904. 

Mr. Shelburn began his practice 
of law on June 9, 1904, after work- 
ing his way through high school 
and later the University of Ne- 
braska. 

Pushing out ahead of the rail- 
roads his father, William Shelburn, 
homesteaded in Harlan County in 
the year 1878, when O. E. was one 
year old. By the time he was 14 
he had taken over the manage- 
ment and operation of the family 
farm from his father, who was 
suffering ill health. He built a 
solid reputation as a rancher and 
by the time he was 16 he was also 
widely known for his ability to 





O. E. Shelburn Honored 


break wild horses, and as an ex- 
hibition rider. 

After working his way through 
high school he taught school at 
Huntley, Nebraska and in Idaho. 
Later he became deputy sheriff of 
Harlan County. 

An interest in government and 
politics led him to the study of 
law at the University of Nebraska 
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from which he was graduated in 
1904. 

Mr. Shelburn has served as 
Mayor, County Attorney and Coun- 
ty Judge. He is a long time mem- 
ber of the American Bar Associa- 
tion, Nebraska State Bar Associa- 
tion and District and County Bar 
Associations. For the past 15 years 
he has been a member of the State 
Bar Commission. 

In 1907 he married Mable Hunt 
and is the father of four children. 

D. A. Russell, Mr. Shelburn’s 
partner for the past 24 years, ably 
described him by saying, “To him 
honesty and the ethics of his pro- 


fession and forthright square deal- 
ing come as natural as the clean 
winds that blew across the home- 
stead where he found his begin- 
ning in the community.” 

Clarence T. Mahn, of Alma, pre- 
sented Mr. Shelburn with a plaque, 
on behalf of the Harlan County Bar 
Association. 

Guests attending the ceremonies 
were: Judge Paul E. Boslaugh, 
of the Nebraska Supreme Court; 
Judge Edmund Nuss of the Dis- 
trict Court, Tenth Judicial District; 
and George H. Turner, Secretary 
of the Nebraska State Bar Associa- 
tion. 


DISTRICT JUDGES ASSOCIATION 


WILL MEET IN JUNE 


The Nebraska District Judges 
Association will meet at the Paw- 
nee Hotel, North Platte, on June 
17, 18 and 19. 

Judge Arthur C. Thomsen, pres- 
ident of the association announced 
that the following reports will be 
heard: 

Committee on Simplification of 
Instructions, discussion led by 
Judge Lyle Jackson, Neligh; 

Committee on Jurors’ Hand- 
books, discussion led by Judge 
John Kuns, Kimball; 

Committee on Jury Selection 
Laws, discussion led by Judge 
Cloyde B. Ellis, Beatrice; 

Committee on Legislation, dis- 
cussion led by Judge Harry A. 
Spencer, Lincoln; 

Committee on Probation, discus- 
sion led by Judge Claibourne G. 
Perry, Gering; 


Committee on Practice and Pro- 
cedure in Juvenile Cases, discus- 
sion led by Judge Harry Ankeny, 
Lincoln; 

Committee on “How to Shorten 
Time in Selecting a Jury in Crim- 
inal Cases,” discussion led by 
Judge Ernest G. Kroger, Grand 
Island; © 

Committee on Proper Definition 
of Circumstantial Evidence in 
Criminal and in Civil Cases, dis- 
cussion led by Judge Paul White, 
Lincoln; 

Committee on “In Nebraska are 
Statutes in Derogation of the Com- 
mon law Strictly Construed?”, dis- 
cussion led by Judge I. J. Nisley, 
North Platte; 

Committee on Public Relations 
and the Judiciary, discussion led 
by Judge John M. Dierks, Ne- 
braska City; 
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The Committee on Standardized 
Instructions will submit for dis- 
cussion a group of about 20 new 
instructions, discussion to be led 
by Judge William F. Spikes, St. 
Paul. 

Judge Thomsen pointed out that 


other subjects may be discussed 
which have not yet been assigned, 
but at present all 35 Judges are 
serving on various committees. It 
is anticipated three days. will be 
fully occupied. 


SPRING LAW ENFORCEMENT CLINIC 
SCHEDULED FOR APRIL 30-MAY | 


The Annual Spring Law En- 
forcement Clinic sponsored by the 
County Attorneys Association will 
be held in Hastings on April 30- 
May 1. 

The association has invited all 
police officers and sheriffs to at- 
tend the two-day meeting. 

Guest speakers at the clinic will 
be E. D. Mason, FBI Agent, Wash- 


ington, D. C.; W. H. Williams, FBI 
Agent, Omaha; Professor Henry 
H. Foster, Jr., University of Ne- 
braska College of Law; Professor 
David Dow, University of Nebras- 
ka College of Law; and Max G. 
Towle, Lincoln. 

Clifford H. Phillips, Red Cloud, 
president of the County Attorneys 
Association will preside. 





MEMORIAL SERVICE 
HELD FOR 
EDWIN D. CRITES 

A memorial service was held at 
the opening of the first term of 
the district court of Dawes County, 
since the death of the well-known 
western Nebraska lawyer, Edwin 
D. Crites. 

Mr. Crites was admitted to the 
Nebraska Bar in 1906 and was also 
admitted to the bar of the United 
States District Court, United States 
Circuit Court, and the United 
States Supreme Court. He was 
vice-president of the Nebraska 
State Bar Association in 1920 and 
was always active in the local bar 
association as well as the Sixteenth 
Judicial District Bar Association. 

Appropriate resolutions were 


adopted and court was adjourned 
for the balance of the day in honor 
and in memory of Mr. Crites. 





MEMORIAL TERM HELD 
BY SIXTH JUDICIAL 
DISTRICT COURT 

A memorial term of the Sixth 
Judicial District Court was held in 
Central City, February 23, in honor 
of the late Clerk of the District 
Court, Lee C. Coolidge and At- 
torneys Edward J. Patterson and 
Patrick Heaton. District Judge R. 
A. Robinson of Fremont presided 
at the session. 

Walter Raecke, John Cronland, 
Stanley Torpin and Charles Phares, 
all of Central City, participated at 
the session commenting upon the 
long service of each of the men. 
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COMMITTEE ON CRIME AND 
DELINQUENCY PREVENTION 


The first meeting of the Com- 
mittee on Crime and Delinquency 
Prevention was held at the Su- 
preme Court Lawyers’ Room at 
the State Capitol Building on Sat- 
urday, March 6, at 10:00 o’clock 
a.m. Members present were Rob- 
ert A. Nelson, Chairman, William 
F. Colwell, Alfred G. Ellick, Ger- 
ald J. Hallstead, Jack H. Hendrix, 
Eugene D. O’Sullivan, Jr. and Wil- 
liam B. Rist. 

The committee heard a very able 
discussion by Professor Harry H. 
Foster of the University of Ne- 
braska College of Law on the sub- 
ject of the Uniform Arrest Act. A 
discussion was had with reference 
to various subjects which the com- 
mittee might study this year, and 
it was decided that subcommittees 
be appointed to make such studies 
and give their report at the next 
meeting of the committee. It was 
also decided that this committee 
prepare legislation to carry into 
effect the recommendations of last 


year’s committee adopted by the 
State Bar Association and submit 
such bills to the Legislative Com- 
mittee of the association. 

Subcommittees appointed were 
as follows: 

Law of Arrest: Eugene D. O’Sul- 

livan, Jr., Chairman; William 
F. Colwell; Harold E. Connors; 
S. W. Moger. 

Juvenile Delinquency: Alfred G. 
Ellick, Chairman; Jack H. 
Hendrix; Gerald J. Hallstead; 
John H. Keriakedes. 

Preparation of Legislation: Hugh 
Stuart, Chairman; William B. 
Rist; John Baylor; Robert A. 
Nelson. 

The next meeting of the commit- 
tee will be held on Saturday, May 
15. Prior to that time the sub- 
committees are requested to have 
their reports in writing in the 
hands of the chairman so that cop- 
ies of these may be forwarded to 
each member of the committee in 
time for study prior to the meeting. 


PROGRESS IN PUBLIC RELATIONS 


By JOHN J. WILSON, 
Chairman of Committee on Public Service 


Public service means the good 
name and welfare of the Nebraska 
State Bar Association and the serv- 
ice its members give to the public. 

The Nebraska State Bar Associa- 
tion has now established a public 
service or public relations pro- 
gram and the dues we lawyers pay 
are being used in part to establish 


better relations between the mem- 
bers of our association and the 
public in general. 

In order to have the full bene- 
fit of this program let us look at 
some of the practices that we as 
lawyers must adopt to create a 
good impression in the minds of 
our lawyer members and the pub- 
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lic generally. 

Friendly relations with fellow 
lawyers will be beneficial to cli- 
ents in an attempt to settle differ- 
ences and claims. 

Speaking of other members of 
our association in a manner to 
command respect leaves a more 
favorable opinion with the public, 
but if a lawyer has done some act 
that is in violation of the code of 
ethics, this should be reported to 
the proper committee for investi- 
gation. In this way only those acts 
which are wrong or which should 
be eliminated from a lawyer’s prac- 
tice will be the topic for discussion. 
Differences in personalities should 
not be discussed so as to cast re- 
proach upon the profession. 

Answering communications 
promptly and keeping appoint- 
ments with fellow lawyers will aid 
in creating a better atmosphere 
from which we and our clients 
will be benefited. 

Remitting the division of fees 
promptly avoids discussion and dis- 
trust. 

Stop dilatory court practices and 
thus aid in a prompt disposal of 
litigation thereby enabling a cli- 
ent to obtain a decision much soon- 
er and reducing trial costs. 

Bearing in mind at all times 
that service is our stock in trade, 
it behooves us to properly pre- 
pare our cases and be experts in 
the task we undertake for our cli- 
ents. Mistaken facts and misjudg- 
ing the law are excusable but too 
many of these have been the alibi 
you hear when a case is lost. Ex- 
tra effort in each case, even if this 


makes it impossible to handle as 
much business, will elevate the 
profession tremendously in the 
minds of the bar, the public, and 
at least in our clients, and after a 
time monetary results will be the 
reward. 

Attempting to gain publicity in 
the newspapers hinders litigation. 
Telling what a witness will testify 
before trial is unethical and should 
be withheld. If the case or a par- 
ticular part merits publicity, the 
newspapers will soon discover it. 

If you lawyers are looking for a 
way to obtain publicity, take part 
in civic work of your community 
and in discussions where legal mat- 
ters can be portrayed in an educa- 
tional manner. What we all should 
do is to help the public realize that 
lawyers serve the public and then 
create a desire in the public to 
want to consult a lawyer when the 
time arrives. Panel discussion be- 
fore public gatherings will help 
educate the people on the import- 
ance of legal advice in their fu- 
ture dealings. 

As a part of public service the 
Committee on Public Service is 
arranging for regular news col- 
umns in the many daily and week- 
ly newspapers of the state. These 
columns will carry a statement 
that the Nebraska State Bar Asso- 
ciation offers the information so 
that the public may know more 
about how to act under our laws 
but that they should consult their 
lawyer for legal advice in particu- 
lar instances. 

More pamphlets are being pre- 
pared and will be ready for dis- 
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tribution at an early date. 

The jurors handbook is being 
prepared and will be ready for the 
fall terms of court. 

Many other activities are in prog- 
ress but it will take time for all 
of these ideas to create in the 
minds of the public the respect we 
as lawyers may expect. 

In order that public service re- 
lations may excel, remember each 


of you is a committee of one to 
assist in doing a good job your- 
self. Your everyday conduct as a 
citizen, as well as a lawyer, is 
being watched and commented on. 
Let’s don’t speek too freely of the 
other fellow’s faults until we see 
what we are doing so that we may 
improve our own conduct and ways 
of life. 


THE STRANGE BOOK ON THE STRANGE 


CASE OF ALGER HISS 


A Review of Lord Jowitt’s Recent Book * 
By CLAUDE McCOLLOCH, (Douglas ’09), U. S. District Judge § 
Reprint in full from “The Brief”, Phi Delta Phi Quarterly 


Many have asked, many more 
will ask, why The Earl Jowitt, 
former Attorney General, former 
Lord Chancellor of Great Britain, 
wrote this book. The Earl says it 
is something of a custom in Eng- 
land for books to be written re- 
viewing important cases; that this 
has been found useful, and it oc- 
curred to him similar advantage 
might follow if he reviewed the 
Alger Hiss case. Lord Jowitt says 
he was furnished the full transcript 
of the case, ten volumes, five of 
testimony, and five of exhibits, 
while he was Lord Chancellor, but 
that he didn’t have time to study 
the record until after he left public 
office. He adds it took him three 
months to read the record and 
write the book which was publish- 
ed in England before it was brought 
out in this country. 


Whether it was so intended, the 
result of the book will be to create 
doubt in the minds of some who 
read it, of the guilt of Alger Hiss, 
and of the correctness of the judi- 
cial procedure that was followed 
in obtaining Hiss’ conviction. 

As to whether Hiss was guilty: 
Prosecutor Murphy thought he 
was; Judge Goddard, who tried the 
case, thought he was. He told the 
jury it was a just verdict. The 
United States Court of Appeals 
for the Second Circuit, Judges 
Chase, Swan and Augustus Hand, 
who affirmed the conviction, must 
have had no disturbing doubt of 
Hiss’ guilt. The Supreme Court, 
six Justices sitting, denied cer- 
tiorari. 

I think the former Lord Chancel- 
lor fails somewhat in self analysis, 
in putting out this extensive book, 


*THE STRANGE CASE OF ALGER HISS. By The Earl Jowitt. Doubleday & 
Company, Inc., Garden City, New York. 1953. $3.95, Pages 371. 
§U. S. District Court, Portland, Oregon. 
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ED. NOTE: In a few months Alger Hiss will be a free man. His presence in 
our communities will present an anomaly peculiar to our times. To those re- 
sponsible for public safety, he remains a security risk; to the communists, he 
represents an object for propaganda exploitation, a martyr or decoy, as may suit 
their purpose. To the radical intelligentsia (and those more numerous ill-equipped 
individuals who consider themselves of that elect) of the mid 30’s, he will stand 
as the somewhat painful reminder of the figure they at one time fancied them- 
selves to be. To the most of the citizenry, he will be a man who betrayed them, 
to be forgotton or forgiven out of the massive, incalculable good will and lack of 
malice which characterizes our people. 

To some groups it thus becomes of importance to rehabilitate the figure of Hiss 
and the campaign to do 80 has been for some time underway. One line of approach 
is to assume that Hiss was improperly convicted, and this premise has received 
support from a rather unexpected quarter in Lord Jowitt’s book. To those few 
who prefer to think of Hiss as not guilty, as charged, the book is a solace; but to 
a more sinister element the book is a godsend. There is little doubt but that this 
book will be taken up as a much needed respectable authority for unrespectable 
causes. Its conclusions will be translated into the convenient propaganda assertion 
that an inept federal judiciary is lending its aid to a campaign against innocent 
liberals. At this juncture it behooves the American legal profession to step in and 
set the record straight. 

The guilt or innocence of a Hiss is in the long run of little importance; the 
integrity of our court system is. 


calculated to cast doubt on the 
correctness and justice of Hiss’ 
conviction. He says, as I quoted 
at the outset, that it is the custom 
of his country to put out books 
reviewing important trials. But 
is it customary for a judge, even 
though retired, to put out a book 
criticizing the conduct of another 
judge in a contemporary state trial? 
It seems to me the Lord Chancel- 
lor has had his leg pulled, for look 
at it as you may, when the author 
criticizes the conduct of Judge 
Murphy in presenting the Govern- 
ment’s case, and Judge Goddard’s 
conduct of the trial, and intimates 
that the result would have been 
different had they conducted them- 
selves differently, he is impugning 
(at the minimum) the judgment 
of these two unusually able and 
experienced men. 

Knowing both Judge Murphy 


and Judge Goddard, I will say for 
them, because they are not in po- 
sition to speak for themselves, if 
the former had entertained any of 
the doubts held by his learned 
critic, of Hiss’ guilt, there would 
have been no second trial; nor, in 
Judge Goddard’s case, would the 
verdict of the jury been allowed 
to stand. 


“Beyond Peradventure” 

The Lord Chancellor at the out- 
set lightens the burden of question- 
ing the sufficiency of the evidence 
by seemingly establishing a differ- 
ent standard of guilt for erring in- 
telligentsia and ordinary mortals. 

“. .. in any criminal case, and more 

especially in a case against a man 

who had previously enjoyed a high 
reputation for integrity, we demand 
on both sides of the Atlantic that the 
case against him should be established 
beyond any peradventure.” (p. 8) 
“ .. is it to be seriously suggest2d 


that the burden of proof should be 
precisely the same in the case of a 
man of proved integrity as it would 
be in the case of an unmitigated 
rascal?” (p. 66) 

“The object of calling evidence to 
show that a witness possesses a high 
reputation for integrity is, so it seems 
to me, nothing less and nothing more 
than this: that in judging whether 
such a man has committed a mean and 
dishonourable action we should be 
especially careful to see that the act 
attributed to him is proved beyond a 
peradventure.” (p. 66, 67) 


Admission of Evidence 

I will mostly discuss the Lord 
Chancellor’s criticism of the pro- 
cedure followed at the trial, for 
what he says amounts to a criti- 
cism of criminal procedure gen- 
erally in our Federal trial courts. 
He devotes a good deal of space to 
the effect that Judge Goddard was 
loose in the admission of evidence. 
So what? The English have their 
way of arriving at the truth of a 
matter. We have ours. The Fed- 
eral Rules of Civil Procedure en- 
join us to rule on the side of ad- 
mission of evidence, rather than 
exclude evidence, and the Federal 
Rules of Criminal Procedure 
breathe the same spirit. There are 
too many instances of criticism of 
Judge Goddard’s rulings on ‘evi- 
dence to set them out. I will give 
a few page references: pp. 37, 117, 
204, 221, 270. 

The Lord Chancellor comments 
“this would not have been ad- 
mitted in England,” “I would not 
have admitted this evidence,” and 
so on. If the Lord Chancellor is 
correct in his statements as to the 


restrictive nature of the law of. 


evidence in England, then I must 
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say the influence of our great Wig- 
more did not reach England’s 
shores, for Wigmore forty years ago 
enjoined appellate judges to keep 
their hands off rulings on evidence. 
The way, Wigmore said, of reach- 
ing the truth of a cause, was best 
determined by the trial judge; and 
that is exactly what the Second 
Circuit panel said at several places 
in its opinion affirming Judge God- 
dard. (United States v. Hiss, 185 
F 2d 822). 


Our critic’s heaviest gun re pro- 
cedure is directed at Judge God- 
dard’s failure to sum up the evi- 
dence, and he throws out plenty 
of suggestions that if Judge God- 
dard had done this, the jury might 
not have convicted; which is no 
more than saying that after read- 
ing the record the author has doubt 
about Hiss’ guilt; at least guilt was 
not established beyond a reason- 
able doubt. (American lawyers 
will be immensely interested in 
the author’s treatment of “reason- 
able doubt.” He seems to cast it 
off as an unmodern thing.) p. 332. 

I understand the author to say 
that summation of the evidence by 
the trial judge is standard practice 
in his country, required, in fact, 
in every case. I do not feel equip- 
ped to discuss this subject beyond 
a few remarks. In my own judi- 
cial experience of sixteen years, 
I have never felt the need of sum- 
mation to attain a good result— 
the object of all trials. Our Amer- 
ican jurors are nearly all college 
educated, our lawyers in cases of 
the rank of the Hiss case, superb 
advocates. Personally, I watch to 
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correct over-statements or over- 
sight by counsel in arguing the 
evidence to the jury, and let it 
go at that. In other words, I am 
a believer that a case belongs to 
the lawyers. I was a lawyer once 
myself, and I was no better lawyer 
than counsel who appear before 
me in important cases. Putting 
me on the bench, for all the great 
experience that brings, didn’t add 
to my intellectual stature to the ex- 
tent that I can improve matters in 
a heavy trial by presuming to re- 
state all of the evidence. 

At any rate, the Second Circuit 
had this to say about Judge God- 
dard’s instructions: 

The charge of the court was clear 
and comprehensive with such due at- 
tention to detail in respect to the law 
relevant to the facts which might be 
found upon the evidence that all the 
requests to charge which should have 
been granted were adequately cov- 
ered. We find no error in it. (185 F. 
2d 833—1st col.) 

We know that Judge Goddard 
considered summation, but reject- 
ed it: 

I shall not attempt to refer to the 
testimony and the evidence except in 
some instances where it may be neces- 
sary to advise you as to the particu- 
lar law applicable, for unless I re- 
peated it at great length I might 
seem to be unduly stressing evidence 
which you believed was not so im- 
portant and omitting portions which 
you found influenced you. (Quoted 
from “Charge of the Court,” ch. 
XXXIII, p. 327.) 


Lord Jowitt finds quite a bit to 
criticize in Prosecutor Murphy’s 
conduct of the case. As to this, 
the Court of Appeals said: 


Where a prosecutor is charged with 
conduct so prejudicial as to amount 


to reversible error, the charge should 
be made good by showing a success- 
ful effort to influence the jury against 
a defendant by some means clearly in- 
defensible as a matter of law. It is 
not enough if there are no more than 
minor lapses through a long trial. 
(185 F. 2d 832, 1st col.) 

‘ It is sufficient also to dispose of 
the attack upon the government’s 
chief trial counsel by referring to 
what has previously been said in re- 
spect to his calling the witnesses 
Inslerman and Rosen. There was 
nothing in his general conduct which 
can justify reversal. (185 F. 2d 833, 
1st col.) 


Judges Goddard and Murphy 
may well rest content with the ac- 
colade of their American appellate 
superiors. 


Maid Murray’s Testimony 

Sensing at the end of the first 
trial, that it was a great weakness 
of the Government’s case not to 
be able to produce any person who 
had seen the Hiss and Chambers 
families together during the four 
to five years, 1934-Dec. 1938 of 
alleged family intimacy, Prosecu- 
tor Murphy called on the FBI for 
assistance. 

Between July and January that 
agency turned in a magnificent in- 
vestigative feat. Having nothing 
to start with, except the informa- 
tion that the Chambers had in 1936 
employed a colored maid, whose 
first name was Edith, the FBI pro- 
duced Edith Murray, the maid. 

Mr. Murphy let the Hisses fall 
into the trap of denying, as they 
had at the first trial, ever having 
been in any home occupied by the 
Chambers, and offered Edith Mur- 
ray in rebuttal. She identified 


both of the Hisses; said both had 
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been at the Chambers’ home at 
Baltimore when she was employed 
there, and on one occasion Mrs. 
Hiss stayed all night with the 
Chambers’ baby, while Mrs. Cham- 
bers went to New York to see a 
doctor. 

Lord Jowitt doesn’t like rebuttal, 
but that is not the ground on which 
he says the Murray testimony 
would have been excluded in Eng- 
land. He says, in England they 
don’t allow contradiction “as to 
credit.” pp. 37, 38-39. 


I think I know what my Lord 
means, but for fear I don’t under- 
stand him correctly, I am not going 
to try to explain his statement in 
American terms; rather, content 
myself with repeating what I stated 
earlier, that such an exclusionary 
ruling would not be tolerated in 
this country. 


Another Englishman, who wrote 
on the Hiss case, also took us apart 
for our way of conducting trials. 
(Alistair Cooke, “A Generation on 
Trial,” 1950.) Mr. Cooke, corre- 
spondent for the Manchester 
Guardian, indicates it just would 
not be suffered in England that a 
trial should last more than six or 
seven days. Two or three days 
is the time normally consumed. 
(The Hiss trial lasted two months 
and a little more.) I think he says 
some place that the English had 
their last long trial at the im- 
peachment of Warren Hastings. If 
not exactly that, anyhow the Eng- 
lish learned their lesson about long 
trials at that time. 

It is hard for us in America to 
answer this kind of talk—but this 


may furnish the explanation for 
Lord Jowitt’s, to us, astounding 
proposition, that in England maid 
Murray would not be allowed to 
testify, contrary to the Hiss claim, 
that she had seen the Hisses in 
the Chambers’ home. The court 
wouldn’t have time to hear her! 


Corroboration 

Now I come to the heart of 
Jowitt’s argument. He says that 
the evidence offered by way of cor- 
roboration of Chambers’ story 
leaves him in doubt. I quote him 
in several particulars: 

it is, to my mind, upon the 

documents, and only upon the docu- 

ments, that necessary corroboration of 
the story told by Chambers is to be 

found. (p. 39) 

[There was no corroboration of the 

pumpkin papers (5 microfilms) ], “ex- 

cept such as could be deduced from 
the documents themselves, and no such 
deduction could be made in their case. 

“The Court held otherwise in the 

case of the (4) handwritten and (42) 

typewritten documents.” (p. 17) 

What’s the matter with this 
argument? 

Plenty. 

In the first place, Judge Goddard 
did not make a distinction, as 
stated, between the microfilms, on 
the one hand, and the handwritten 
and typewritten documents on the 
other hand. (I have read the 
Court’s full charge.) It serves 
Lord Jowitt’s purpose mightily to 
get rid of the microfilms by this 
gross mis-statement; for that leaves 
him only the handwritten and 
the typewritten documents to ex- 
plain. 

I got the impression a few years 
ago that trials for perjury were 
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“tricky.” By that I mean difficult 
to try—trial judges will under- 
stand this statement. 

The “two witness” rule, or in the 
alternative, one witness and cor- 
roboration, is tricky, and I am not 
surprised that the Lord Chancellor, 
particularly if he has not had ex- 
perience as a trial judge, has here 
made fallacious application of the 
rule—as I shall now show. 


The true rule, according to Wig- 
more, is whether the corroborating 
evidence leads the jury to believe 
the accusing witness. And Wig- 
more significantly adds: where a 
defendant takes the stand and/or 
offers evidence, he may by his own 
conduct or by his own proffered 
evidence provide the needed cor- 
roboration. 


Hiss did take the stand, he 
did offer evidence; he offered the 
same explanation of how the 42 
documents came to be copied on 
the Hiss typewriter, as caused the 
Grand jury “to laugh out loud.” 
Judge Goddard, a veteran of 23 
years of trial duty, in what may 
well be called the most exacting 
trial court in the world, told the 
jury they could find corroboration, 
either in the evidence offered by 
the Government, or in the evidence 
offered by the defendant (p. 330). 
The Court of Appeals thought Hiss’ 
theory that Chambers or his agents 
had got into the Hiss house and 
used his typewriter, or got into the 
house of the colored Catlett fam- 
ily, to whom the typewriter was 
given at a disputed date, and typed 
42 documents, the originals first 
having been stolen from the State 


Department, and of necessity later 
returned, all without detection, ap- 
proached “sheer speculation.” (185 
F. 2d 830, 1st col.) 


Is it so unusual that a criminal 
defendant, by taking the stand and 
offering evidence, strengthens the 
Government’s case? Why else do 
we trial judges often reserve rul- 
ing on motions to dismiss, made 
at the end of the Government’s 
case, thus presenting the defend- 
ant with a choice of taking the 
stand and submitting to cross-ex- 
amination, or standing on the case 
as made by the Government? 

A good many people who fol- 
lowed the Hiss case thought that 
Hiss convicted himself at the “Con- 
frontation” before the House Com- 
mittee. Lord Jowitt says so. (p. 
388) 


The trial jury had the record of 
the Confrontation and earlier com- 
mittee meetings before it. Could 
the jury not have felt that Hiss’ 
conduct and tactics on these occa- 
sions provided corroboration of 
Chambers’ claim that Hiss had 
furnished documents? The Court 
of Appeals thought the jury might 
have reasoned thus. (185 F. 2d at 
830.) 

What has just been said was de- 
signed to show that there was 
other corroborative evidence in the 
case than the documents them- 
selves, contrary to the Jowitt view 
that only the documents tend to 
furnish corroboration. (p. 39) 

Now to meet the Lord Chancel- 
lor on his own ground, and to ex- 
amine the documents, which he 
says do not corroborate. (p. 335) 
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Lord Jowitt states three propo- 
sitions. 

1. The four documents in Hiss’ 
handwriting. Lord Jowitt asks, if 
the issue had been whether jewels 
had been stolen by a certain per- 
son, or given to him, would the 
possession of the jewels be any evi- 
dence that they had been stolen? 
(p. 17). That depends on the cir- 
cumstances. 

Circumstances damaging to Hiss 
here were that Sayre, Assistant 
Secretary of State, and Hiss’ im- 
mediate superior, disputed Hiss’ 
explanation that it was his custom 
to make longhand notes, such as 
the four documents, to be used in 
conferences with Sayre; and Miss 
Lincoln, long time career secretary 
in the State Department, whose 
desk and office were between 
Sayre’s office and Hiss’ room, de- 
nied that she had ever seen long- 
hand notes, like the four docu- 
ments, on Hiss’ desk. (Hiss had 
suggested that the documents were 
taken from the top of his desk.) 
Lord Jowitt suggests that they may 
have been thrown in the waste 
basket and taken from there! (p. 
285) 


Since Hiss’ explanation in these 
vital particulars did not stand up, 
this debacle of his own making, 
provided corroboration which 
might lead the jury to believe 
Chambers, as against the architect 
of the discredited theory: The 
parallel of an alibi that fails sug- 
gests itself. 

2. The Five Rolls of Microfilm 
that came from the pumpkin. 
These were photographs of copies 


(perhaps some originals) of State 
Department documents. Enlarged, 
they made a pile four feet high. 

The Government produced the 
camera that made the films, and it 
produced the owner of the camera, 
Inslerman, a Communist, who liv- 
ed in Baltimore in 1938, when the 
films were made; he had bought 
the camera the year before. In- 
slerman, a John Hopkins engineer- 
ing student, declined to answer the 
single question, whether he had 
done the photography. 

Now keep in mind what the 
issue is: whether Chambers told 
the truth when he said (1) he got 
the documents from Hiss, and (2) 
that he had a Communist co-con- 
spirator photograph them. 

By the production of the camera 
and the Communist who owned the 
camera, the Government proved 
(2). Having established this part of 
Chambers’ story to be true, might 
the jury not conclude that the rest 
of Chambers’ story, as to where 
he got the documents, was also 
true? 

3. The 42 documents copied on 
the Woodstock typewriter owned 
by Mrs. Hiss, and on which she 
wrote a letter to a school principal 
and a report to Bryn Mawr alum- 
nae. Mr. Hiss wrote to an insur- 
ance company. 

A wise state supreme court Jus- 
tice said to me, “Jowitt under- 
takes to get the typewriter out of 
the Hiss case, but he never gets 
it out.” 

What the author does is stated at 
pages 343, 344 of his book, in the 
closing chapter entitled ‘“Retro- 
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spect.” The reference is too long 
to be quoted. It is a summation 
of the defense theories. In other 
words, to “get the typewriter out 
of the case,” my Lord adopts the 
Alger Hiss theory, which a grand 
jury and trial jury declined to be- 
lieve, and that caused the Court of 
Appeals to say in effect: this is 
fantasy—that Chambers got into 
the Hiss house, or the house of the 
Catletts, copied 42 documents (in 
order to frame Hiss), having first 
abstracted the documents from the 
State Department, and of course, 
being under the necessity of re- 
turning them without detection.* 

By taking this position, the learn- 
ed Lord shows that he has lost him- 
self. 

The question is, not what defense 
can be evolved, regarding the use 
of the typewriter, or whether my 
Lord prefers the fantastic defense 
theory, in the face of the jury ver- 
dict, and the expressed views of 
the Court of Appeals—but whether 
there were other probabilities, 
namely, that Hiss brought the doc- 
uments to his house where they 
were copied by Mrs. Hiss, the typ- 
ist in the family, and by Hiss were 
delivered to Chambers, who kept 
them for “insurance” at some fu- 
ture time. Unless my Lord is pre- 
pared to say (as he dare not do) 
that the fantastic Hiss theory, 
which my Lord finds the prefer- 
able one, is the only theory the 


*Incidentally, Lord Jowitt has been unfortunate in his defendant. 


jury might consider, then there 
was corroborative evidence in the 
attendant circumstances, which the 
jury might, and as the Court of 
Appeals thought they obviously did 
(p. 830, 1st col. Op.) find sufficient 
to lead them to believe Chambers 
and to disbelieve Hiss. 

What About Count Two? 

In the prolonged argument about 
corroboration set forth above, the 
Lord Chancellor casually passes 
over a significant fact: i.e., Hiss 
was convicted not on one, but on 
two counts. 

Count One charged perjury, in 
that Hiss had denied delivery of 
copies of documents to Chambers; 
Count Two, Hiss denied that he 
had seen Chambers after January 
1, 1937, a crucial date. Both Counts 
were based on Hiss’ testimony be- 
fore the New York grand jury. 

Sensing that he would have dif- 
ficulties with the Second Count, 
the author says, early in his book, 
that the “substantial portion” of 
the charges against Hiss had to do 
with the delivery of documents. 
O.K., if he wants to put it that way, 
but that doesn’t take the Second 
Count out of the case, as Judge 
Chase in affirming the conviction 
pointed out. (185 F. 2d 822, 830, 
2d col.) 

Corroboration, under the Federal 
law of perjury, was required to 
support Chambers’ testimony about 
documents—the First Count. 


After my Lord 


used most of 371 pages to show that Chambers could have had access to the Hiss 
typewriter (in 1938), on motion for new trial (1952) Hiss abandoned this conten- 
tion and adopted the theory that some time in 1948 Chambers, or confederates, 
made a model of the Hiss Woodstock and did the copying on the model. (107 F. 
Supp. 128, 201 F. 2d 372.) 

Lord Jowitt does not mention that his defendant thus ran out on him. 
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Now, as just noted, most of the 
book’s argument is by way of at- 
tacking and casting doubt on the 
admissibility, as well as the pro- 
bative quality, of this corrobora- 
tive evidence. But this all goes to 
Count One. No corroboration as 
to Count Two was required, for 
there Mrs. Chambers provided the 
alternative second witness permit- 
ted by the federal rule. She testi- 
fied that Hiss and her husband met 
and conversed after January 1, 
1937. 

How does the learned Earl deal 
with this? He says (p. 34) if he 
had been trying the case he would 
have treated Count Two as a “mere 
corollary” to Count One, which 
I can only understand to mean that 
he would not have permitted Count 


Two to stand alone; it would have 
to stand or fall with Count One. 

That may be the law of England 
but it is not the law of the United 
States, and I am amazed that it is 
the law of England. In fact, since 
coming on this astounding proposi- 
tion, with which the author bridges 
over his difficulty, and some others 
regarding the law of evidence, 
notably his statement that the 
maid Murray’s testimony would 
not have been admissible in Eng- 
land (p. 117), I have wondered 
whether he ever sat as a trial 
judge. There one gets hammered 
into him the law of evidence, as 
in no other place. He cannot learn 
it for the first time in an appellate 
court. 


PUBLIC SERVICE NOTEBOOK 


By DONALD G. DERRY, Public Service Director f 


Public Service Program for 1954 
What is the purpose of the public 
service program? That question 
has been asked many times lately 
by members of the association. 

The answer is this: The purpose 
of the public service program is to 
foster among the public a better 
appreciation of the lawyer and his 
profession, as well as to promote 
better relations among members 
of the association. 

From the wording of the defini- 
tion it is readily seen that the pro- 
gram is divided into two parts, 
one of which is external while the 
other is internal. 

The external part is concerned 
primarily with fostering better re- 


lations with the public, and the 
internal part with promoting bet- 
ter relations among members of 
the association. 

EXTERNAL PUBLIC RELA- 
TIONS. How can the organized 
bar foster better relations with the 
public? This can be done per- 
sonally by each individual attor- 
ney, as well as by an organized 
effort through the public service 
program. The job of the public 
service director in this organized 
effort is to tell the story of the 
bar to the public. 

There are many methods of tell- 
ing this story. The public service 
committee met in Lincoln in Feb- 
ruary to discuss this broad prob- 
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HOTEL Meaxxto 





OMAHA, NEBRASKA 


Traditional host to nation- 
wide travelers, modern Hotel 
Paxton stands in the heart of 
Omaha, the crossroads of the 
nation. Omaha’s newest and 
finest hotel, the Paxton offers 
modern air conditicned guest 
rooms, the smart Pax Room 
for dining and dancing, the 
beautiful Mural Lounge for 
Grill and the tastefully ap- 
pointed Coffee Shop. For bet- 
ter living in Omaha 
always pick the Paxton 


Carry a Universal Credit 
Card! It is convenient and 
often saves embarrassment. 
Address applications to: 
Credit Dept., The National 
Hotel Company, Anico Bldg., 
Galveston, Texas. 


AFFILIATED NATIONAL HOTELS 


ALABAMA 
Hotel Admiral Semmes__-_-_-_---- 
Hotel Thomas Jefferson_.__Birmingham 
DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 
Hotel Washington__________ Washington 
IND 
Hotel Claypool______...___- 


Indianapolis 
LOUISIANA 


Pl, eee New Orleans 
weeee) DE... «= New Orleans 
NEBRASKA 
NS iain Omaha 
EW MEXICO 
| OU Clovis 
SOUTH CAROLINA 
Hote] Wade Hampton-_-_-_-_---_- Columbia 
TEXA 
Hotel Stephen F. Austin________Austin 
[aa Beaumont 
Hotel Brownwood__-__----_- Brownwood 
SEE Dallas 
a ee Dallas 
oO see El Paso 
motel Buccaneer._._........- Galveston 
wees ~+Genves............ Galveston 
Hotel Jean Lafitte__.______-- Galveston 
Coronado Courts............- Galveston 
Mirmar Court__- _........Galveston 
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HOTEL CLAYPOOL 
INDIANAPOLIS, IND. 


HOTEL WASHINGTON 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 


HOTEL 
ADMIRAL SEMMES 
MOBILE, ALABAMA 





HOTEL 


THOMAS JEFFERSON 
BIRMINGHAM, ALA. 





HOTEL JUNG 4 
NEW ORLEANS, LA. 
HOTEL MONTICELLO 
NORFOLK, VIRGINIA 


a 
1 os 
*HOTEL MOUNTAIN LAKE 


MOUNTAIN LAKE, VIRGINIA 
“OPEN JUNE Ist to SEPT. 15th 





HOTEL WADE HAMPTON 
COLUMBIA, S. C. 


HOTEL BAKER 
DALLAS, TEXAS 
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eee Seeeeek:................2 Lubbock 
| =a Marlin 
moet Cachs................. San Angelo 


Hotel Menger.............- 
Angeles Courts 


San Antonio 
San Antonio 


VIRGINIA 
Hotel Mountain Lake__Mountain Lake 
Hotel Monticello.._............ Norfolk 
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lem and to outline a program of 
public service for the Nebraska 
State Bar Association. 

The committee has drafted the 
following program which has been 
approved by the executive council. 

NEW PAMPHLETS. The com- 
mittee proposes that the associa- 
tion publish at least two and per- 
haps three new pamphlets similar 
to those published by the associa- 
tion in 1949 on Wills and Joint 
Tenancy. The pamphlets on Wills 
and Joint Tenancy are now being 
re-written for publication in the 
near future. 

Subjects for the new pamphlets 
have not been chosen but they will 
cover matters of general interest to 
the public. 

A limited supply of the pam- 
phlets will be available to every 
lawyer in the state to distribute 
as he sees fit to clients and friends. 
Additional copies will be made 
available at actual cost of printing. 


Several banking and investment 
firms have expressed interest in 
distributing certain types of pam- 
phlets to their patrons with the 
proper credit to the association for 
the preparation of the brochure. 
Such companies will, of course, 
defray the cost of such printing 
and distribution. 


SPEAKERS BUREAU. The com- 
mittee suggests that a public serv- 
ice chairman be appointed in each 
district, county and city bar asso- 
ciation to handle various projects, 
such as the speakers bureau. The 
Nebraska State Bar Association 
will furnish each chairman with 
material suggesting the mechanics 


for operation of the local bureaus 
as well as suggested topics for dis- 
cussion. 

This type of activity in a com- 
munity will do much for the pres- 
tige of the bar and its individual 
members. A proper presentation 
of various subjects can not help 
but stimulate interest and should 
result in the listener realizing his 
own need for professional advice 
in his own business problems. 

The pamphlet program dove- 
tails neatly into the speakers bu- 
reau. For instance, if a panel from 
the local bar association discusses 
the importance of having a will, 
the pamphlet on wills should be 
distributed to the audience as a 
forceful reminder of the discussion 
and to permit a later study of the 
subject. 

FARM STUDY PLAN. The 
speakers bureau and the pamphlet 
program both dove-tail into the 
next part of the program, which 
is the farm study plan. 

Several conferences have been 
had with the Home Extension Serv- 
ice of the University of Nebraska 
and a tentative plan has _ been 
worked out to reach their more 
than 30,000 members in the state. 
This plan will be carried out with 
the aid of the local speakers bu- 
reaus. 

More details of this part of the 
program will be published when 
the final plan is formulated. 


LEGAL COLUMNS. Another 
important part of the program is 
the series of legal columns that 
will be distributed to every news- 
paper in the state. The columns 
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will be released bi-monthly and 
will cover subjects of interest to 
the lay man. 


Each column will carry a credit 
line to the effect that it is pre- 
pared as a public service by the 
Nebraska State Bar Association. 
They will also carry a warning 
that the purpose of the column is 
to inform and not to advise, and 
that interpretation of the law 
should be left to a trained legal 
expert who knows the facts of the 
individual case. 

These columns will not only 
point out the need for legal serv- 
ice in a wide variety of everyday 
situations but will remind the 
reader that there may be a very 
real need for the services of a 
competent lawyer in his own af- 
fairs. 

JURORS MANUAL. The com- 
mittee, in cooperation with the 
District Judges Association, is now 
preparing a manual to be mailed 
by the jury commissioner in each 
county to each prospective juror 
at the time that the notice to serve 
is sent. 

The manual will explain to the 
jurors the nature of the duty he 
is to perform and the procedure 
followed in the trial of a case. 

NEWS RELEASES. Another im- 
portant part of the public service 
program is the service of furnish- 
ing news releases to all of the 
newspapers, news services, radio 
and television stations in the state. 

During and since the annual 
meeting the association has _ re- 
ceived hundreds of newspaper clip- 
pings which resulted from news 


items released through the public 
service office. This material has 
also been used by nearly every 
television and radio station in the 
state. 

This is a continuous service that 
will bring public recognition to the 
constructive activities of the or- 
ganized bar. 

MOTION PICTURE. The motion 
picture, “Living Under Law,” 
which was purchased recently by 
the association, has been shown 
more than 25 times since January. 

The film is available for showing 
before civic, fraternal and school 
groups. It has been used with 
great success in connection with 
boys and girls county government 
days. Requests for the film should 
be made well in advance of the 
showing date and should be di- 
rected to Nebraska State Bar Asso- 
ciation, 2413 State House, Lincoln, 
Nebraska. 

RADIO SERIES. “You and the 
Law” is a set of thirteen, fifteen 
minute transcriptions covering 
various topics of interest to the lay 
public. The series is made avail- 
able, free of charge, to radio sta- 
tions throughout the state. It is 
available either on records or on 
tape. The radio stations in turn 
donate time on the air for the 
playback of the transcriptions. 

The public service committee 
recommends that this series be 
kept in circulation. 

INTERNAL PUBLIC RELA- 
TIONS. A constructive program 
of public relations is not only the 
problem of the state association 
but it is equally the problem of 





NEBRASKA STATE BAR JOURNAL 67 





each district, county and city asso- 
ciation, as well as a very real ob- 
ligation of each individual lawyer. 
To bring this program to its maxi- 
mum of efficiency requires the co- 
operation of every member. 

The coordination of the internal 
program of public relations will 
be accomplished mainly through 
the Nebraska State Bar Journel. 
The officers of your association and 
the executive council want to make 
the magazine a valuable news or- 
gan in which the latest develop- 
ments of the Nebraska State Bar 
Association can be printed, as well 
as news of activities of local bar 
associations and individual attor- 
neys. Your help is needed in mak- 
ing the Journal a success. 

Please send your news items to 
the Public Service Director, 2413 
State House, Lincoln, Nebraska. 

BENEFIT FOR ALL. The com- 
mittee on public service feels that 
every member of the bar will bene- 
fit by the program that has been 
outlined. Those of you who co- 
operate actively will undoubtedly 
benefit the most. It is obvious that 
the end product of a program of 
education to enlighten the public 
about lawyers will result in a bet- 
ter understanding and appreciation 
of the place of the lawyer in our 
society. 


Executive Council Requests All 
Committees Report to Director 
Acting upon a recommendation 

of the public service committee, 

the executive council has made the 
request that all committees of the 

Nebraska State Bar Association 

notify the public service director 


in advance of their meetings, tell- 
ing him where and when the meet- 
ing will be held and the general 
topic of discussion in order that the 
activities of committees may be 
known. 

After the meeting has been held 
the council further requests that 
a report of the proceedings be sent 
to the director. The report shculd 
designate that portion which may 
be given publicity. 


First Trust Inaugurates 

Promotion for Lawyers 

The First Trust Company of Lin- 
coln has inaugurated the use of 
a new slogan on their postage 
meter machines. 

All mail sent by the company 
now carries an imprint of this 
slogan, “Have Your Lawyer Draw 
Your Will.” 

Other firms are contemplating 
the use of similar slogans in their 
metering machines. 





The Federal Bureau of Inves- 
tigation plans to add 400 Spe- 
cial Agents before July 1, 1954. 
In order to meet the educational 
requirements for the position 
of Special Agent the applicant 
must be a graduate of an ac- 
credited resident Law school or 
possess a degree in accounting. 
Anyone desiring further infor- 
mation concerning this position 
should write W. H. Williams, 
Special Agent in Charge, Federal 
Bureau of Investigation, 1010 
Federal Office Building, Omaha, 
Nebraska. 
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NEBRASKA BAR ACTIVITIES 


Seventh Judicial District Bar 
Association Meets in Wilber 
More than thirty lawyers attend- 

ed the annual meeting of the Sev- 

enth Judicial District Bar Associa- 

tion held in Wilber on February 2. 
J. L. Richards of Hebron, presi- 

dent of the association presided 

over the meeting. Tenth District 

Judge Edmund Nuss of Hastings 

was guest speaker at the dinner, 

which followed an afternoon clinic. 

Honored guests at the dinner 
were Supreme Court Judges Ell- 
wood B. Chappell, Fred W. Mess- 
more and Adolph E. Wenke, Clerk 
of the Supreme Court, George 
Turner and Public Service Direc- 
tor, Donald Derry. 

Immediately following the din- 
ner, the new film recently purchas- 
ed by the State Bar Association, 
entitled “Living Under Law”, was 
shown to the group. 

Arrangements for the meeting 
were handled by Alan L. Stein- 
acher of Wilber and Arthur Bass, 
also of Wilber, Secretary of the 
district association. 


Judge Spikes Speaks at Hall 

County Bar Meeting 

District Judge William F. Spikes 
of St. Paul was the featured speak- 
er at a luncheon-meeting of the 
Hall County Bar Association held 
in Grand Island on March 2. 

The topic of Judge Spikes’ talk 
was “Pleadings in the District 
Court.” 

Dwain Hoops, a new member of 
the County Bar was introduced 
at the meeting, conducted by Bay- 


ard H. Paine, Jr., president of the 
association. 


John D. Gross Heads Ninth 
Judicial District Bar 
Association 
New officers were elected by 

the Ninth Judicial District Bar As- 

sociation at their annual meeting 
held March 20 at the Madison 

Hotel in Norfolk. 

The meeting was originally 
scheduled for February 20 but was 
postponed because of the heavy 
snowstorms on that date. 

Succeeding Donald D. Mapes as 
president of the association is John 
D. Gross of West Point. Harold 
Rice of Neligh was elected vice- 
president; Eugene C. McFadden, 
Norfolk, secretary; and Richard D. 
Howell, Stanton, treasurer. 

Elected to serve on the execu- 
tive committee were: Leo A. Ca- 
pesius, Pierce; T. L. Grady, Stan- 
ton; Hon. William A. Crossland, 
Wayne; Hon. Royal Sheets, Neligh; 
P. M. Moodie, West Point; F. M. 
Deutsch, Norfolk and Henry F. 
Reimers, Niobrara. 

Julius D. Cronin, president of 
the Nebraska State Bar Association 
spoke to the group at a dinner 
meeting. 

During the afternoon session the 
group heard a lecture on “Joint 
Tenancies and Estate Planning” by 
Laurens Williams, immediate past 
president of the State Bar Asso- 
ciation. 


New members of the District As- 
sociation were introduced at the 
Stephen A. 


meeting. They are: 
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Davidson, Norfolk; Claude Trim- 
ble, Norfolk; and Richard Howell, 
Stanton. 


Phillip T. Morgan Elected 
President of York County Bar 
Association 
Phillip T. Morgan of York, was 

elected president of the York Coun- 

ty Bar Association at a meeting 
held in York on February 12. He 
succeeds Roderick R. Perry. 

The new secretary-treasurer of 
the association is Wallace W. Angle, 
also of York. 


D. E. Owens Is New President of 
14th District Bar Group 
Daniel E. Owens, Benxkelman, 

was elected president of the Four- 


Daniel E. Owens, standing, addresses Fourteenth Judicial 
tion. 
Cheney. 


teenth Judicial District Bar Asso- 
ciation at a meeting held in Mc- 
Cook on February 3. He succeeds 
Cloyd Clark of Elwood. 

Paul Pettygrove, Oxford, was 
elected vice president, and Robert 
Bosley, Hayes Center, secretary- 
treasurer. 

Following a luncheon at the Key- 
stone Hotel, members of the asso- 
ciation heard John Stevens remi- 
nisce about the exploits of W. S. 
Morlan, one of McCook’s earliest 
lawyers. 

J. D. Cronin, president of the 
Nebraska State Bar Association, 
was guest speaker at the banquet 
which followed the afternoon busi- 
ness meeting. 





District Bar Associa- 


Seated left to right, are J. D. Cronin, Cloyd Clark and Judge Wendell P. 
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George H. Turner, secretary of 
the Nebraska State Bar Association 
and Donald G. Derry, public serv- 
ice director, were guests of the 
District Association at the meeting. 


South Omaha Bar Re-Elects 

Incumbents for 1954 

The South Omaha Bar Associa- 
tion held a special meeting on Feb- 
ruary 24 to elect new officers for 
1954. All of the incumbent officers 
were re-elected for another term 
and/or until their successors shall 
have been elected and qualified. 

Re-elected were: Thomas Zacek, 
president; Gerald Collins, vice- 
president; Henry Meissner, secre- 
tary and Thomas Moore, treasurer. 

The association meets once a 
month for luncheon at Johnny’s 
Cafe. Guest speakers are usually 
drawn from Judges of the district 
court, municipal court, county 
court, compensation court, bank- 
ruptcy court, etc. 

Speakers are limited to a few 
minutes and then a round table 
discussion is held in which each 
member is given the opportunity 
to ask questions pertaining to the 
law business or court work. The 
meetings start between noon and 
12:15 and are adjourned by one 
o’clock or 1:15. 


Norton and Nyberg Re-elected by 
Polk County Bar Association 
W. W. Norton of Osceola, was 

re-elected president of the Polk 

County Bar Association at a din- 

ner meeting held recently in Osce- 

ola. 
Philip H. Nyberg, Osceola, was 
re-elected to the position of secre- 


tary of the association at the meet- 
ing. 


E. E. Carr is New President of 

Lincoln County Bar 

Edw. E. Carr, North Platte, was 
elected president of the Lincoln 
County Bar Association at a meet- 
ing held March 11, in North Platte. 

The association also elected 
Charles McCarthy, North Platte, 
vice-president, and W. R. Mullikin, 
secretary-treasurer. 

Discussion at the meeting was 
centered on the problem of secur- 
ing signatures on the Merit Plan 
petitions. The association carried 
a motion that Jess Nielson, Lincoln 
County chairman for the Merit 
Plan, employ several people to 
secure the required number of sig- 
natures on the petitions. 

It was also decided that a panel 
discussion concerning the Merit 
Plan, be held on the local radio 
station. Members of the panel will 
be R. H. Beatty, Edw. E. Carr and 
Charles McCarthy. 

The association discussed meth- 
ods for keeping the county law li- 
brary up to date. A committee 
composed of Earl Morgan, M. M. 
Maupin and Horace Crosby, was 
appointed by the president. 


Dawes County Bar Association 
Plans Public Relations 
Meetings 
The Dawes County Bar Associa- 

tion, along with other members of 

the Sixteenth Judicial District, is 
planning a series of meetings deal- 
ing with the problems of public 
relations. 

The objective of the meetings is 
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to plan and bring about a relation- 
ship which will be of service to 
the public and in line with what 
will be conducive to fairness in be- 
half of the attorneys rendering 
service to their clients and to the 
public. 


Lincoln Bar Association Holds 

Clinics 
J. D. Cronin Addresses Bar 

J. D. Cronin, president of the 
Nebraska State Bar Association, 
was the featured speaker at the 
January 25, dinner meeting of the 
Lincoln Bar Association. 

The topic of discussion for the 
clinic which preceded the dinner 
was “Insolvency Law.” Members 
of the panel were Henry Grether, 
Edward H. Kurtz and Emmet L. 
Murphy. 


Lawyers and Doctors Have 

Joint Meeting 

Members of the Lincoln Bar As- 
sociation and the Lancaster County 


ews 


Medical Association held their 
third annual joint meeting at the 
Cornhusker Hotel in Lincoln on 
February 16. 

Featured speaker at the after- 
noon clinic and evening dinner 
meeting was Prof. Henry Weihofen 
of the University of New Mexico 
College of Law. 

A panel of specialists made up 
of doctors and attorneys took part 
in the afternoon clinic. 


Insurance is Topic of 

March Meeting 

The March meeting of the asso- 
ciation featured Dr. Curtis M. 
Elliott, Professor of Economics and 
Insurance at the University of Ne- 
braska. His subject for the clinic 
discussion was “The Automobile 
Policy and Its Legal Possibilities.” 

The subject of Dr. Elliott’s din- 
ner speech was “What Every Law- 
yer Should Know About Liability 
Insurance.” 


of 


ebraska Lawyers 


Judge C. A. Mattson of Arnold 
and Tedd C. Huston of Broken Bow 
have been appointed to direct the 
1954 Red Cross Fund campaign in 
Custer County. 

James F. Begley of Plattsmouth 
is a candidate for re-election to 
the board of education in a school 
district election this month. 

David B. Downing, Superior, has 
been promoted to Ist Lieutenant 
and assigned to the Judge Advo- 


cate General’s Department. He is 
now attending the J.A.G. school at 
the University of Virginia in Char- 
lottesville. 

Col. Doane F. Kiechel, formerly 
of Superior, is convalescing in the 
post hospital at Fort MacArthur, 
San Pedro, California. He is suf- 
fering partial paralysis from his 
hips down as the result of a dis- 
placed vertebrae disc which may 
have resulted from injuries re- 
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ceived in Italy. 

George B. Hastings, Grant, is 
concluding his term of office as 
District Governor of Rotary No. 
176. 

James F. Brogan, Madison Coun- 
ty Attorney, attended a three day 
coroners’ conference at the Uni- 
versity of Minnesota from March 
8 to 10. The conference was ar- 
ranged by the University of Minne- 
sota Center for Continuation Study, 
and featured a faculty of eminent 
pathologists, and others specially 
experienced in problems common 
to all coroners. 

James C. Quigley and wife of 
Valentine have been on an extend- 
ed trip through South America for 
a month or so. 

Roy I. Anderson, Blair, has been 


appointed resident agent of The 
Memorial Community Hospital In- 
corporated of Blair, which is now 
engaged in a fund raising cam- 
paign in an effort to build a new 
hospital. 

Walter G. Huber, Blair, has been 
named Secretary of the Steward- 
ship Committee of the Nebraska 
District of the United Lutheran 
Evangelical Church. The home of 
the synod is at Blair. 

Clark O’Hanlon, Blair, served as 
Chairman of the Nebraska Heart 


Fund Drive. Dean J. P. Tollman 
of the University of Nebraska 
Medical College was associate 
chairman. 


The District Court room in the 
court-house in Hebron is in use for 
the first time since the May 9, 1953, 


IN MEMORIAM 


It is with deep regret that the Journal records the passing 
of these members of our Association: 


Ralph E. Adams Alhambra, Calif. 
Admitted 1907. Died January, 1954. 


J. H. Broady Lincoln 
Admitted 1904. Died January, 1954. 


Richard E. Brega Callaway 
Admitted 1927. Died April, 1954. 


C. J. Campbell Lincoln 
Admitted 1913. Died January, 1954. 


Mitchell R. Ferris New York, N. Y. 


Admitted 1937. Died January, 1954. 


W. Spencer Flint. Omaha 
Admitted 1922. Died October, 1953. 


William George Fuller Omana 
Admitted 1913. Died April, 1953. 


Harry W. Hansen Omaha 
Admitted 1926. Died July, 1953. 


Robert E. Harris Hemet, Calif. 
Admitted 1933. Died, 1954. 





Bruno O. Hostetler Kearney 
Admitted 1888. Died March, 1954. 


P. J. Kelly Broken Bow 
Admitted 1923. Died August, 1953. 
Carl T. Self Omaha 
Admitted 1912. Died June, 1953. 
Edward A. Smith Omaha 
Admitted 1899. Died February, 1953. 


Rowland P. Thomas Omaha 
Admitted 1917. Died Nov., 1953. 


Alvin B. Wallace Butte 
Admitted 1920. Died March, 1953. 


Clement L. Wilson Tribune, Kansas 
Admitted 1897. Died, 1953. 


G. P. Spence Franklin 
Admitted 1930. Died April, 1954. 


Robert F. Elliott Beatrice 
Admitted 1946, Died April, 1954. 
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tornado struck the building. Jury 
cases are being tried beginning 
April 5, 1954. 

W. A. Stewart and wife, of Lex- 
ington, recently spent two weeks 
in Hawaii visiting their daughter 
and son-in-law. 

Francis A. Rea, an editor of the 
Schuyler Sun, has been nominated 
for Mayor of Schuyler. Since he 
has no opposition, his nomination 
is tantamount to election. He is 
an attorney but is not practicing 
law. 

Lloyd L. Pospishil, Schuyler, 
District Commander of the Seventh 
District of Nebraska of the Amer- 
ican Legion has exceeded the quota 
of membership for the year—there- 
by exceeding all past records for 
the Seventh District. 

William H. Roether has been re- 
appointed Secretary of the Me- 
morial Hospital, Inc., Schuyler for 
another year. He has served in 
that capacity since 1950. 

N. H. Cornell, Schuyler, who has 
been serving as Chairman of the 
Cancer Drive for Colfax County 
for a number of years, again re- 
ports a record contribution for the 
year of 1954. 


Robert Vogler, Hebron, has filed 
for the office of Thayer County 
Attorney on the Republican ticket. 
The incumbent, W. O. Baldwin, 
has announced that after five 
terms in office he will not seek re- 
election. 

M. A. Mills, Jr., Osceola, was 
recently re-appointed Veterans 
Service Officer for Polk County for 
the ensuing year. 

Wallace W. Angle and Philip T. 


Morgan, both of York, have each 
announced their candidacy for 
York County Attorney. The pres- 
ent County Attorney, John Zeil- 
inger, has not yet made known his 
intentions. 

Gordon C. Shaffer, Jr., recently 
of St. Joseph, Missouri, is now lo- 
cated with his family in Chadron, 
where he will be associated in law 
practice with his brother-in-law, 
Albert W. Crites. Mr. Shaffer was 
associated with the law firm of 
Landis & Landis in St. Joseph. 

R. P. Kepler, Sidney, is spending 
a two-months vacation at Hot 
Springs, Arkansas. 

P. J. Heaton, Sidney, is back in 
his office and is in good health 
after having been incapacitated by 
serious illness. 

L. M. Clinton and J. H. McNish 
have formed a partnership for the 
practice of law in; Sidney. Mr. 
MeNish recently returned to Sid- 
ney where he previously practiced, 
after having been released from a 
second tour of duty in the United 
States Army. 

H. E. Siman, formerly of Wayne, 
is presently residing at 1221 Idaho 
Avenue, Santa Monica, California. 
Mr. Siman retired from practice 
on January 1, 1953 at the age of 
83. 

The court room in Wayne Coun- 
ty Court House is being remodeled 
so as to provide better acoustics 
and also to provide accommoda- 
tions for women jurors. The court 
room should be ready for use at 
the fall term of court. 

Wayne County Judge William A. 
Crossland entered a Wayne hos- 
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pital on March 29 for treatment. 
F. E. Edgerton and wife enjoyed 
a winter vacation which included 
a boat trip on a coastal freighter 
from Baltimore to New Orleans. 
County Attorney John W. New- 
man is a candidate for re-election, 
having recently completed his fil- 
ing in the Republican primary. 
Charles F. Adams has been nom- 
inated for Director of the Fourth 
District of the University of Ne- 
braska Alumni Association. 
James W. Ponder is now prac- 
ticing law in Gering. Mr. Ponder 
is a recent graduate of the Univer- 
sity of Nebraska, College of Law. 
Glen A. Fiebig, Loup City, has 
become associated with Reddish 


and Reddish of Alliance. After 
graduation from Nebraska College 
of Law in June, 1951, Mr. Fiebig 
joined the FBI and remained with 
that organization until resigning 
in January, 1954, to join Reddish 
and Reddish. 

William H. Hein, Alliance, who 
has practiced law independently 
in Alliance since 1928, has asso- 
ciated himself with Harry E. Gantz 
and Donald E. Williams to form a 
new firm under the name of Gantz, 
Williams and Hein. Hein is City 
Prosecutor in Alliance. 

Laurens Williams, of Omaha, 
participated in the University of 
Texas School of Law Tax Institute 
held at Austin, Texas in February. 


UNIVERSITY OF NEBRASKA COLLEGE OF LAW 


Order of the Coif 

Four members of the 1954 gradu- 
ating class have been elected to 
the Nebraska Chapter of the Order 
of Coif. 

The new members are Donn E. 
Davis and Bruce L. Evans, both of 
Lincoln, William H. Grant, Colum- 
bus, and John P. Pfann, Nebraska 
City. 

To be eligible for election to the 
Order of. Coif, a student must be 
among the ten per cent of the sen- 
ior class who rank highest in schol- 
arship. 


Law School Association Banquet 

George L. DeLacy, Omaha, ad- 
dressed 150 students and alumni 
at the Law School Association an- 
nual banquet, held in Lincoln on 
April 1. 


Mr. DeLacy told the students of 
opportunities in the legal profes- 
sion. He compared the situation 
as it existed in 1907, when he grad- 
uated from the University of Ne- 
braska Law School, with the situ- 
ation as it exists today. 

Bruce Evans, president of the 
association, presided over the ban- 
quet at which awards were pre- 
sented to outstanding students of 
the Law College. 

Law Review Certificates were 
presented to the following senior 
members of the staff: Donn E. 
Davis, Lincoln, editor; Ronald W. 
Hunter, Kingsley, Iowa; William 
H. Grant, Columbus; Eleanor 
Knoll, Omaha; Patrick W. Healey, 
Lincoln; John P. Pfann, Nebraska 
City; and Jerrold L. Strasheim, 
Lincoln. 
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Law Review keys were awarded 
to the following new members of 
the staff: Charles H. Beatty, Hold- 
rege; Robert H. Berkshire, Omaha; 
Alfred W. Blessing, Ord; Charles 
J. Burmeister, Wahoo; Ira S. Ep- 
stein, Omaha; Allan J. Garfinkle, 
Leavenworth, Kansas; James W. 
Hewitt, Hastings; Robert S. Hinds, 
Lincoln; Claire D. Johnson, Tilden; 
John S. Schaper, Colorado Springs, 
Colorado; and Lawrence L. Wilson, 
Nemaha. 

Professor Allen Axelrod was re- 
cipient of the Junior Class statu- 
ette. 


Allen Moot Court Competition 

Finals of the Allen Moot Court 
Competition were held on March 
25 in the Supreme Court Hearing 
Room at the State Capitol. 

Eleanor Knoll of Omaha and 
Janice Lindquist of Wichita, Kan- 
sas, won the decision over Richard 
Hansen and Kenneth Legg, both 
of Lincoln. 

The judges for the contest were 
Supreme Court Justices Paul E. 
Boslaugh and Fred W. Messmore, 
and District Judge Harry Ankeny. 
Judge Boslaugh, in delivering the 


opinion of the court, complimented 
, 


the participants on their argu- 
ments, particularly the work shown 
in preparing the briefs. 

The Allen Moot Court Competi- 
tion begins; during the freshman 
year. It cohtinues during the sec- 
ond and third years with the losers 
dropping out. 


Roscoe Pound Lectureship 

Judge Curtis Bock will present 
the fourth series in the Roscoe 
Pound lectureship in the spring of 
1955. 


Judge Bock is Judge of Common 
Pleas in Philadelphia, Pa., and is 
well known as the author of such 
widely read books as, “The Back- 
bone of the Herring”, and “I, To, 
Nicodemus.” 





One of the District Judges tells 
an interesting story. 

It seems that four or five years 
ago a jury sat together for nine 
days. By the time they were dis- 
missed the jurors had become good 
friends and decided to keep in con- 
tact with each other. They formed 
a jurors club and since their first 
meeting on the jury, four or five 
years ago, they have met regularly, 
once a month, at each others home. 
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Creighton Student Awarded 

Fellowship 

A Graduate Fellowship to the 
University of Michigan School of 
Law has been awarded to Arthur 
Lee Bloomingdale, Jr., a senior in 
The Creighton University School 
of Law. The Fellowship was 
awarded on the basis of outstand- 
ing scholarship in the field of law. 

Mr. Bloomingdale is a resident of 
Omaha, where he attended Creigh- 
ton Prep and received his Bachelor 
of Science in Commerce degree, 
cum laude, from The Creighton 
University College of Commerce. 
He will receive his law degree in 
June. 

While at Michigan, Mr. Bloom- 
ingdale plans to study for a Master 
of Laws degree, specializing in the 
field of trade regulation. 


A. L. S. A. Spring Conference 

The Eighth Circuit Spring Con- 
ference of the American Law Stu- 
dent Association will be held at the 
University of Kansas City School 
of Law on April 29, 30, and May 1, 
1954. 

The Conference will be presided 
over by Mr. Arthur Lee Blooming- 
dale, Creighton University School 
of Law, who is the vice-president 


The 


Creighton University 
School of Law 


of the Eighth Circuit, American 
Law Student Association. 

The proposed program includes 
panel discussions on three topics: 

1. The Use of Visual Aids in 
Legal Education, led by Professor 
Mortimor Schwartz, University of 
Oklahoma School of Law, chair- 
man, audio-visual education com- 
mittee of the Association of Amer- 
ican Law Schools; 

2. Post-Graduate Education for 
Lawyers, under the direction of 
Dean Marlin M. Volz, University of 
Kansas City School of Law, and 
Mr. Leo H. Whinery, Director, Law 
Research and Extension Center, 
University of Kansas City; 

3. New Ideas in Legal Educa- 
tion, under the chairmanship of 
Dean Milton Green, Washington 
University School of Law, St. 
Louis, Missouri. 

There will be addresses by the 
Honorable Albert L. Reeves, for- 
mer Federal District Judge, and 
Mr. Spurgon Smithson, Kansas 


City Attorney. 

The Conference this year is be- 
ing held in conjunction with the 
Kansas City Law School’s Law 
Day program, which will include 
a demonstration of trial technique 
by Mr. Irving Goldstein, Chicago 
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Attorney and author of Trial Tech- 
nique and Medical Trial Technique. 
It is hoped that the Law Day ban- 
quet speaker will be the Honorable 
Harry S. Truman, former Presi- 
dent of the United States. 


Law School Participates in 

T. V. Programs 

The Creighton University School 
of Law participated in two televi- 
sion programs in April. The first, 
given over WOW-TV, Omaha, was 
presented on Saturday, April 3. 
The topic was “LAW—THEN AND 
NOW.” 

The telecast centered on one of 
the many changes in the develop- 
ment of the law during the fifty 
years since Creighton’s Law School 
was established. The first: scene 
is in 1904, the year the Law School 
was founded. The case presented 
involved an action for damages 
arising out of the death of a child 
in an abandoned icebox. Since 
the child was a trespasser, recov- 
ery was denied. 

The second scene is laid in 1954. 
Through the years the law related 
to “attractive nuisances” has de- 


veloped and the child’s parents 
prevail in a similar action for dam- 
ages. In addition, municipal ordi- 
nances now make the landowner 
responsible for having the aban- 
doned ice box on his property. 


The second telecast was present- 
ed by the Law School over KOLN- 
TV, Lincoln, Nebraska, on Friday, 
April 9. It was entitled “LEGAL 
HELP FOR THE NEEDY.” The 
case presented involved a tenant 
who seeks aid from the Omaha 
Legal Aid Clinic in defending an 
action of forcible entry and de- 
tainer brought by her landlord. 
The program graphically depicted 
the work of the Clinic as a coop- 
erative undertaking of the Omaha 
Bar Association, the Barristers 
Club, and the Creighton University 
School of Law. 

The telecasts were directed by 
Father Roswell illiams, S. J., 
Director of the Department of 
Communication Arts at Creighton 
College, and Professor Winsor 
Moore, of the Creighton Law Fac- 
ulty. Members of the Faculty and 


students presented both programs. 
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AMERICAN BAR ASSOCIATION NEWS 
ABA Holds Mid-Year Meeting in Atlanta 


The largest assemblage of law- 
yers ever seen in the South met in 
Atlanta, March 3-9 for the Ameri- 
can Bar Association’s Southern Re- 
gional meeting and the mid-year 
sessions of the Board of Governors 
and House of Delegates. 

Five Nebraskans helped to swell 
the attendance to well over 1,500. 
Attending the meeting from Ne- 
braska were: John R. Baylor, Lin- 
coln, Junior Bar Section; J. D. 
Cronin, O’Neill, President, Nebras- 
ka State Bar Association, Presi- 
dents Conference; Clarence A. 
Davis, Washington, D. C., Associa- 
tion Delegate; George H. Turner, 
Lincoln, State Delegate; and Lau- 
rens Williams, Omaha, Section on 
Taxation. 

Loyd Wright of Los Angeles, 
former president of the Los An- 
geles Bar Association and of the 
State Bar of California, was nom- 
inated to be the next president of 
the American Bar Association in 
the caucus of state delegates. 

The delegates also heard a re- 
port on the Bar Center campaign 
including these statistics: Total 
contributions $1,230,009 or 82% of 
the goal; total number of contri- 
butions 12,475, of which 20% came 
from non-members of the ABA. 

Further plans for the 1954 An- 
nual Meeting in Chicago were 
made upon receiving word that 
both Vice-President Nixon and 
Chief Justice Earl Warren have 
accepted invitations to appear on 
the program. 


Following is a brief summary of 
action by the House of Delegates at 
the mid-year meeting. 

Specialization, and Specialized 
Legal Education—The House took 
a significant first step toward es- 
tablishing a system of controls over 
the standards of education and ex- 
perience which should be required 
for specialists in various fields of 
the law. The House adopted a reso- 
lution of the Board of Governors 
approving such a program “in 
principle” and delegating to the 
Board of Governors, subject to 
final approval of the House of 
Delegates, the “implementation, 
organization and financing of such 
a plan.” The Board’s resolution 
was based upon a detailed report 
and recommendations drawn up by 
the special committee, headed by 
Charles W. Joiner of the Univer- 
sity of Michigan law school, which 
was commissioned to consider the 
subject. 

Judicial and Congressional Sal- 
aries—The House endorsed the re- 
cent recommendation of a special 
Presidential commission that sal- 
aries of U. S. district judges and 
members of Congress be raised 
from $15,000 a year to $27,500. Com- 
parable increases would be _ pro- 
vided for federal circuit and su- 
preme court judges. Bernard G. 


Segal of Philadelphia, chairman of 
the Presidential commission, told 
the House that A.B.A. leadership 
in the campaign for adequate com- 
pensation for judges and legisla- 
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tors was the “greatest service to 
good government and a strong ju- 
diciary” since the Association’s 
fight against the court-packing 
plan in 1937. Congress is expected 
to act on the salary proposals in 
early April. 

Constitutional Amendments — 
No further action with reference 
to the Bricker amendment respect- 
ing the treaty-making power was 
taken by the House. Neither the 
interested sections nor committees 
of the Association, in their reports 
to the House, proposed any addi- 
tional policy pronouncement on 
that issue. However, the Standing 
Committee on Jurisprudence and 
Law Reform urged House approv- 
al of another Constitutional amend- 
ment proposal, Senate Joint Reso- 
lution No. 3, aimed at prohibiting 
Presidential seizure of private 
property as in the case of the steel 
industry. The House voted to post- 
pone action on the recommenda- 
tion until the Annual Meeting of 
the House in Chicago in August. 
At the suggestion of the same com- 
mittee the House voted to disap- 
prove two other bills pending in 
Congress: (HR 344) to authorize 
temporary appointments of U. S. 
circuit judges to the Supreme 
Court where necessary to provide 
a quorum, and (HR 642) to re- 
quire a Supreme Court majority of 
not less than five in any case in 
which the Supreme Court has 
original jurisdiction. 

Criminal Law—After brisk de- 
bate, the House endorsed the so- 
called “immunity bill” in Congress 
(HR 6899) under which witnesses 


before Congressional committees 
(as well as before federal courts 
and grand juries) could be com- 
pelled to testify under grants of 
immunity assented to by the At- 
torney General notwithstanding 
their plea of possible self-incrim- 
ination under the Fifth Amend- 
ment. This bill was favored by the 
Section of Criminal Law, and also 
by the Special Committee on Com- 
munist Tactics, Strategy and Ob- 
jectives. 


However, the House declined to 
approve a “wire tap” bill (HR 477) 
under which the FBI and certain 
federal security agencies could in- 
tercept communications in the in- 
terest of national security and de- 
fense. The bill was re-referred to 
the Section for further study. 


Social Security—The controver- 
sial issue of including lawyers and 
other self-employed/persons within 
the framework of the federal so- 
cial security system again came 
before the House, in the form of a 
report by Chairman Allen L. Oli- 
ver, Cape Girardeau, Mo., of the 
Unemployment and Social Secur- 
ity Committee. Mr. Oliver told of 
the preliminary results of a survey 
currently being conducted among 
all state bar associations, and ap- 
proximately 100 selected large and 
small local bar associations, to as- 
certain “grass roots” sentiment on 
both compulsory and voluntary 
plans of lawyer-inclusion. Total 
returns to date showed: Compul- 
sory plan, five in favor and eight 
opposed; voluntary plan, ten in 
favor and eight opposed; not yet 
ready to report, 18. On the basis 
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of these still incomplete returns 
Chairman Oliver expressed the 
opinion that rank and file senti- 
ment for inclusion “was not as 
great as had been claimed”, and 
while his committee submitted no 
recommendation to the House he 
said its members continued to be 
unanimously opposed to such in- 
clusion. He estimated that social 
security tax contributions from 
lawyers would amount to $24,300,- 
000 a year and referred to benefits 
which most lawyers might expect 
as “illusory.” 

Public Relations—Three recom- 
mendations of the Public Relations 
Committee were approved: 1) au- 
thorizing the committee to coop- 
erate with private producers of 
commercially sponsored television 
shows dramatizing the law and the 
courts; 2) authorizing the commit- 
tee to act promptly, in the name of 
the American Bar Association, to 
correct or otherwise counteract 
erroneous or misleading  state- 
ments about the Association or the 
legal profession in any of the med- 
ia of public information; and 3) 
approving the creation of an ad- 
visory council consisting of pro- 
fessional public relations consult- 
ants of state and local bar associa- 
tions to aid in integrating the pub- 
lic relations activities of the or- 
ganized bar. A proposal that the 
committee prepare and distribute 
to all lawyers in the nation a pam- 
phlet emphasizing the individual 
responsibility of attorneys to help 
strengthen the public relations of 
the profession, and to participate 
in the activities of the organized 


bar, was referred to the Adminis- 
tration and Budget committees of 
the Board of Governors for further 
study. 

Membership Campaign—The ac- 
celerated campaign for member- 
ship in the A.B.A. was described 
by Chairman Archie M. Mull, Sac- 
ramento, Cal., of the Membership 
Committee and Chairman C. Bax- 
ter Jones, Jr., Atlanta, of the Jun- 
ior Bar Conference. Mull said the 
ultimate goal is to double the pres- 
ent membership of approximately 
51,000. The House voted to co- 
operate in the Junior Bar Confer- 
ence’s “Membership Month” cam- 
paign during March by pledging 
each House member to furnish the 
names of ten-non-member lawyers 
whom they would be willing to 
sponsor for A.B.A. membership. 

Individual Rights—The House 
was informed by the Special Com- 
mittee on Individual Rights as Af- 
fected by National Security that 
it wished more time to compile 
its report on a study of Congres- 
sional hearing procedures. Its first 
report is scheduled to be presented 
to the House at the Annual Meet- 
ing in August. The Committee has 
completed its staff and the House 
was informed by Chairman Whit- 
ney North Seymour, of New York, 
that the Committee proposes to 
work closely with Congressional 
leaders of both parties. The study 
is being financed by a $50,000 grant 
from the Fund for the Republic. 

Hawaii Statehood—Some of the 
sharpest debate of the two-day 
House sessions developed over a 
proposal by Delegate J. Garner 
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Anthony, of Honolulu, to endorse 
the Hawaii statehood bill pending 
in Congress. An amendment to 
include statehood for Alaska in the 
endorsement was defeated by a 
voice vote of the House. The House 
also voted down, 60 to 50, a move 
to defer action on either statehood 
bill until the Annual Meeting with 
public hearings to be held in the 
interim. The Hawaii statehood bill 
was endorsed. 


Taxation—A long series of pro- 
posed amendments of the Internal 
Revenue Act (covering 48 pages in 
the printed House calendar) were 
recommended by the Section of 
Taxation, and adopted in their en- 
tirety by the House. The recom- 
mended changes in the act relate, 
among other things, to filing dates, 
penalties, marital deduction provi- 
sions of estate tax laws, exemption 
of inherited property from the gift 
tax where the decedent, or the in- 
dividual, renounces the _ interest, 
the taxation of income of estates 
and trusts, and the like. The rec- 
ommendations go to the House 
Ways and Means Committee, now 
engaged in an extensive rewriting 
of the Internal Revenue Act. 

Mineral Law—The Section on 
Mineral Law submitted to the 
House a far-reaching proposal for a 
thorough re-examination of the 
federal government’s land owner- 
ship policy. It urged that Congress 
make a thorough study to deter- 
mine how much of the more than 
409 million acres of land now own- 
ed by the federal government 
could be returned to private own- 
ership for development for oil, 


timber or farming purposes. The 
Board of Governors took the posi- 
tion, and so advised the House, 
that it considered this proposal to 
be outside the scope of the objec- 
tives and purposes of the A.B.A. 
House Chairman David F. Maxwell 
so ruled when a point of order 
was raised and his ruling was sus- 
tained by the House. 





A recent item in the American 
Bar Association Journal indicates 
that twenty-six per cent of Ne- 
braska’s lawyers are members of 
the American Bar Association. 





Magna Carta—Schoolboy Version 

History masters have a lot of 
quiet fun reading essays by their 
less intelligent pupils, but this es- 
say by an American schoolboy caps 
anything they are likely to read 
for some time: f 

“On a beautiful evening in Au- 
gust 1582 Queen Elizabeth entered 
the ancient town of Coventry and, 
divested herself of her clothing, 
mounted on a snow-white stallion 
and rode through the principal 
streets of the city. 

“On her way she met Sir Walter 
Raleigh, who, observing her naked 
condition, threw his cloak about 
her, crying: ‘Honi soit qui mal y 
pense’ which, being translated, 
means: ‘Thy need is greater than 
mine.’ 

“The Queen graciously respond- 
ed, ‘Dieu et mon droit,’ which trans- 
lated means, ‘My God you are 
right!’ This incident is called the 
Magna Carta.”—Cape Times, Cape 
Town, S. Africa. 


Eee 
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TAX INSTITUTE 


You will soon receive a detailed program 
of an important tax institute to be held in 


Omaha during July. 


A story concerning the forthcoming meet- 


ing is to be found elsewhere in this issue. 


The new Revenue Act makes substantial 
changes with which you will need to be fa- 


miliar. 


It is planned to cover the new act in a 


three day session. 
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PRACTICE LAW? 


No! Our policy has always been to in- 
sist that all legal work be performed 
by members of the legal profession and 
not by banks. : 


However, we are in a position to give 
experienced and complete service in the 
management of Trust and Estate ac- 
counts. These we earnestly solicit, but 
with the definite understanding that all 
legal work in connection therewith be 
done by the attorney of our customer’s 
own choosing. 


Trust Department 


NATIONAL BANK OF 
ei... COMMERCE 


Carl Ganz, Trust Officer seine a 
Glenn Yaussi, Trust Officer 13th and “O” Streets 


* Kroger, Asst. Trust Officer Member Federal Deposit Insurance =i 
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To the Lawyers of Nebraska. . . 


Complete facilities for handling your 
Banking and Fiduciary Business 


promptly and effectively. 
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